
Communication trenches on Pal Piccolo Dolina del XV Bersaglieri, Ronchi dei Legionari First World War Theme Park - Monfalcone

This region, a borderland for a long time, was a protagonist in the three years of the war against 
the Austro-Hungarian and German armies.
Twelve battles on the Isonzo river, the fights on the northern border in the Tarvisio area and in 
Carnia, the attempt to stop the invasion after the defeat at Caporetto are the episodes that are 
part of history and that today can be experienced again thanks to the open-air museums.
Here one can discover and touch the trenches and the communication trenches dug by the 
soldiers, the attack and defence positions and visit the many memorial monuments, cemeteries 
and charnel houses, both Italian and Austro-Hungarian.
A discovery of the territory characterised by culture and history.

First World War
ALL OVER FRIULI VENEZIA GIULIA YOU WILL FIND PLACES, MONUMENTS AND MUSEUMS 
THAT RECALL THE FIRST WORLD WAR

Design and Creation: Five Zone Udine _ Cartography: LAC Firenze_ Printing: Grafiche Risma - Pordenone _Texts by Agenzia TurismoFVG
Translation by: D’Agostini Organizzazione Dipartimento linguistico Dagoservice_Photographs: Archivio Turismo FVG, G. Menis, M. Mantini, S. Stok, P. Bumbaca, M. Piteo.

FIRST WORLD WAR
Discovering First World War open-air museums 
and itineraries in Friuli Venezia Giulia
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› Museum of Risorgimento 
 via XXIV Maggio, 4 - Trieste
 piazza Oberdan - Trieste
 tel. +39 040 361675
 Opening times:
 from Monday to Friday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
 Admission: free

› Historical Museum
 of the Miramare Castle
 viale Miramare - 34151 Trieste
 tel. +39 040 224143 
 Opening times: every day 9 a.m. – 7 p.m.
 (the ticket office closes at 6:30 p.m.)
 Admission: with fee

› F. Zenobi
 Museum and Cultural Association
 Locality of Caresana - Mackovlje,12
 San Dorligo della Valle-Dolina (TS) 
 tel. + 39 040 368020
 Opening times: by appointment
 Admission: free

› Historical Hall of the ‘G. Corsi’ Section
 via della Geppa, 2 - Trieste
 tel. + 39 040 368020
 Opening times: by appointment
 Admission: free

› First World War Museum
 of Redipuglia
 via Terza Armata
 34070 - Fogliano Redipuglia (GO) 
 tel. + 39 0481 489024
 Opening times: 

› from 01/04 to 31/09
 from Tuesday to Sunday
 8:30 a.m.-12 noon / 1:30-5 p.m.
› from 01/10 to 31/03
 from Tuesday to Saturday
 8:30 a.m.-12 noon / 1:30-5 p.m.
 open on 1st and 4th November
 Admission: free

› First World War Museum
 San Martino del Carso
 via Zona Sacra
 34078 San Martino del Carso (GO)
 cell. +39 338 2626267
 cell. +39 340 5581378 / +39 335 6694277
 Opening times:
 Sat and Sun 
 10 a.m.-12 noon / 2-5 p.m.
 Admission: free

› First World War Museum
 of San Michele del Carso
 via Zona Sacra top of M. San Michele
 34078 San Martino del Carso (GO) 
 tel. +39 0481 92002
 Opening times: 
› from 01/04 to 31/08 
 from Tuesday to Saturday
 08:30 a.m.-12 noon / 1:30 – 4 p.m.
 and Sundays
 08:30 a.m.-12 noon / 2:30-5 p.m.
› from 01/09 to 31/03
 from Monday to Saturday
 08:30 a.m.-12 noon / 1:30 – 4 p.m.
 open on 1st and 4th November
 Admission: free

› First World War Museum of Gorizia
 Borgo Castello 13 - 34170 Gorizia
 tel. +39 0481 533926
 Opening times: 
 from Tuesday to Sunday 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 
 Admission: with fee

› Military Historical Museum
 of Palmanova 
 Porta Cividale
 33057 Palmanova (UD)
 tel. +39 0432 928175
 tel. +39 0432 923535
 Opening times:
 from Monday to Thursday
 9 a.m.-12 noon / 2:30-4:30 p.m.
 on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays
 and holidays 10 a.m.-12 noon
 Admission: free

› Parco del Volo Museum
 via Campoformido, 137
 33037 Pasian di Prato (UD)
 tel. +39 0432 299359
 Opening times: by appointment
 Admission: free

› Sala della Rimembranza
 (Memorial Hall)
 Comando Brigata Alpina Julia
 via S. Agostino, 8 - 33100 Udine
 tel. +39 0432 584008
 Opening times: by appointment
 Admission: free

28th June 1914
During a visit to Sarajevo, Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand, heir to the throne of Austria-
Hungary, is assassinated with his wife by 
Gavrilo Princip, a young Serbian nationalist.

28th July 1914
Austria-Hungary, convinced of Serbia’s in-
volvement in this attack, declares war on the 
latter after the expiration of the hard ultima-
tum sent 5 days before.

30th July 1914
Russia, politically and ethnically close to 
Serbia, mobilizes its troops.

1st August 1914
Germany, tied to Austria-Hungary by the 
Triple Alliance, alerts its army and declares 
war on Russia and on its ally, France.

3rd August 1914
Although it was part of the Triple Alliance, 
Italy proclaims itself neutral and does not 
take part in the first year of war.

4th August 1914
After the German attack to Belgium (that 
had declared itself neutral), Great Britain, 
too, enters the war next to the Triple Entente 
(with France and Russia).

26th April 1915
While tough battles are taking place on Eu-
rope’s eastern and western fronts, a heated 
debate between neutralists and interven-
tionists begins in Italy. This ends with the 
signing of the Treaty of London in which Italy 
joins the Triple Entente. In case of victory, 
Italy was to obtain various territorial gains, 
among which Trento, Trieste, the Julian 
March, Istria (except for Rijeka) and part of 
Dalmatia.

23rd May 1915
Italy officially declares war on the Austro-Hun-
garian Empire. A new front opens, which goes 
from the Stelvio to the Karst. The Commander 
of the Italian army is Gen. Luigi Cadorna.

24th May 1915
At the beginning of the hostilities the Ital-
ian troops break through almost anywhere 
across the border. On the Isonzo front they 
conquer the valley of Caporetto (Kobarid), 

the ridge between the Isonzo and Judrio riv-
ers and the municipalities of Cormons, Cer-
vignano and Grado.

9th June 1915
The so-called “White war” begins, that is to 
say, the fights on the front of Adamello, char-
acterised by very harsh ground and climate 
considering the altitudes (about 3000 metres).

23rd June / 7th July 1915
The 1st Battle on the Isonzo takes place, the 
objectives of which were the attack towards 
Tolmino, Gorizia and the Karst. The Austro-
Hungarian defence is very effective, letting 
people predict that on this front a war of 
attrition - and not of movement - would be 
fought.

18th July / 3rd August 1915
The 2nd Battle on the Isonzo features the 
conquest, for one night, of Mount San 
Michele by the Italian troops. The Austro-

Hungarian counterattack is victorious and 
the positions do not change. Other actions 
are concentrated in the areas of Mount Sab-
otino and of Mount Nero.

18th October / 4th November 1915
The 3rd Battle on the Isonzo includes a new 
Italian attack in the areas of Doberdò del 
Lago, Monfalcone and of Mounts Podgora, 
San Michele and Sabotino. Once again the 
Austro-Hungarian army repels the attack 
despite the great losses.

10th November / 2nd December 1915
The 4th Battle on the Isonzo takes place 
along the whole river line. Gorizia, consid-
ered an important supply centre for the 
troops of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire is 
heavily bombed by the Italians. The arrival of 
winter interrupts the operations on the front.

9th March / 15th March 1916
The 5th Battle on the Isonzo lasts one week 
only considering the weather and ground 
conditions. The main attacks (on the Karst, 
in San Martino and in the area of Tolmino) 
have no effect.

15th May / 27th June 1916
On the plateau of Asiago, after a long prepa-
ration, an Austrian offensive breaks out, 
which is defined Strafexpedition (punitive 
expedition). With much difficulty the Italian 
troops manage to re-establish the front and 
block the important action that aimed at de-
scending in the Venetian plain.

29th June 1916
In June minor actions are carried out on 

the Isonzo front. In spite of this, the Austro-
Hungarian army uses some cylinders of 
toxic gases against the Italian army causing 
about 2500 dead and 4000 injured people in 
very short time.

4th August / 17th August 1916
In the 6th Battle on the Isonzo the Italian 
army conquers the city of Gorizia after at-
tacking the surrounding rises, in particular 
Mount Podgora. 

28th August 1916
Declaration of war to Germany.

14th September / 18th September 1916
The 7th Battle on the Isonzo is a new Italian 
offensive that, after the conquest of Gorizia, 

aimed at directing the objective towards Tri-
este. However, the attack on the Karst, in 
the area of Castagnevizza did not lead to any 
significant result.

9th October / 12th October 1916
In the 8th Battle on the Isonzo, always in the 
area of Doberdò, the Austro-Hungarian army 
falls back some hundreds of metres, stop-
ping in the area of Mount Ermada.

31st October / 4th November 1916
The 9th Battle on the Isonzo is the third at-
tempt by the Italian Army to break through 
the Karst area of the Valley of Brestovizza, 
between Doberdò and Mount Ermada, but 
without significant results.

12th May / 5th June 1917: With the 10th Battle 
on the Isonzo the Italian attack begins again 
with the aim of reaching Trieste and strength-
ening the occupation of Gorizia. With an at-
tack along the whole line the Italian troops 
advance slowly but a powerful enemy coun-
terattack makes these conquests vain.

10th / 25th June 1917: the battle of Ortigara 
tries to break through the Austro-Hungarian 
defence line in the Seven Communities to 
reconquer some areas lost after the Straf-
expedition. However, the attack is not suc-
cessful and for various days a real slaughter 
takes place. Over 6 thousand Italian soldiers 
die on the last day of battle.

17th August / 31st August 1917
The 11th Battle on the Isonzo, one of the 

most imposing due to the number of men, 
features a new Italian attack along the whole 
frontline. Nevertheless, the Austro-Hungar-
ian defence resists, especially in the areas of 
Mounts San Gabriele and Ermada.

24th October 1917
An Austro-Hungarian offensive, supported 
by the German ally, manages to break 
through the Italian line in the area of Capo-
retto (Kobarid) and to head towards the Nati-
sone Valleys and Friuli’s plain. It is defined 
as the defeat of Caporetto.

27th October 1917
The chaotic retreat of the Italian Army and, at 
the same time, of the civil population as well, 
begins. The Command of the Army indicates 
the Tagliamento River as the new frontline. 

28th October 1917: The Austro-Hungarian 
troops enter Udine.
 
30th October / 2nd November 1917
The last attempt to stop the enemy advance 
is carried out in Ragogna. However, the Ital-
ian army is defeated again and, therefore, 
the front is moved even further back, on the 
Piave River.

9th November 1917: General Cadorna is re-
placed with Armando Diaz.

13th November / 26th November 1917
After the retreat from Cadore as well, the 
Italian Army manages to oppose a new 
Austrian offensive that aimed at the area of 
Mount Grappa and the town of Bassano. This 
is the 1st battle on the Piave.

28th January / 31st January 1918
In the battle of the 3 Mounts the Italian of-
fensive manages to conquer the tops of the 
Col del Rosso, Col d’Ecchele and Mount Val-
bella, on the Plateau of Asiago. It is the first 
victory after the defeat of Caporetto.

13th June / 26th June 1918
In the 2nd Battle on the Piave or battle of the 
Solstice (defined in this way by poet Gabri-

ele D’Annunzio) the Italian army manages 
to repel the last enemy attack that aimed at 
breaking through the Piave line, especially in 
the Montello area.

23rd October / 3rd November 1918
Battle on the Piave and final Italian victory. 
A new Italian offensive manages to break 
through the Austro-Hungarian lines first on 
Mount Grappa and then on the Piave with the 

final battle of Vittorio Veneto. The contempo-
rary decay of the Empire puts an end to the 
war and ratifies the Italian victory.

4th November 1918
The armistice between Italy and Austria-
Hungary is signed. The Italian troops, as 
established by the Treaty of London, enter 
Trento and Trieste.

Chronological Line
The First 
World War

Year 1914

Year 1915

Year 1916

Year 1917

Year 1918

Museums

› Exhibition room of military
 Historical Relics 
 via Roma, 18
 33038 San Daniele del Friuli (UD)
 tel. +39 0432 954350
 Opening times: by appointment
 Admission: free

› First World War Museum
 of Ragogna
 via Roma, 23 - 33038 Ragogna (UD)
 tel. +39 0432 954078
 Opening times: 
 on Tuesdays, Thursdays
 and Saturdays, 3:30-6 p.m.
 Admission: free

› Museum of the Territory
 and Environmental Education
 Centre
 vicolo del Museo 2 
 33010 Dogna (UD)
 tel. +39 0428 93000 
 Opening times: by appointment
 Admission: free

› “Generale Umberto Romei”
 private Historical Museum
 of Western Friuli
 piazza IV Novembre, 10
 hamlet of Ligugnana
 33078 San Vito al Tagliamento (PN)
 tel. +39 0434 81574
 Opening times: by appointment
 Admission: free

› Military Historical Museum
 of the Julian Alps 
 piazza della Chiesa, 3
 33018 Cave del Predil (UD)
 tel. +39 0482 2980
 Opening times: 
› from 15/5 to 15/9
 from Tuesday to Saturday
 10 a.m.-12 noon / 3-6 p.m.
 on Sundays 10 a.m.-12 noon
› from 04/12 to 15/01
 from Tuesday to Saturday 
 10 a.m.-12 noon / 3-6 p.m.
 on Sundays 10 a.m.-12 noon
 Admission: free

› Casa Rurale (Rural House)
 hamlet of Trinco,1
 33040 Drenchia (UD)
 tel. +39 0432 721021
 Opening times: by appointment
 Admission: free

› Historical Museum
 Carnia in the First World War
 via Nazionale, 90 – Hamlet of Timau
 33026 Paluzza (UD)
 tel. +39 0433 779168 / +39 0433 779292
 Opening times: 
› June: on Saturdays, Sundays and 
 holidays 9 a.m.-12 noon and 2-6 p.m.
› July and September:
 from Tuesday to Friday 2.30-6.30 p.m.
 on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays 
 9 a.m.-12 noon and 2.30-6.30 p.m.
› August: every day 9 a.m.-12 noon 
 and 3-7 p.m.; 
› October: on Saturdays and Sundays
 9 a.m.-12 noon and 2-6 p.m.
 Admission: free

› Redipuglia Memorial
 Management of the Redipuglia
 Military Memorial - via Terza Armata
 34070 Fogliano di Redipuglia (GO)
 tel. +39 0481 489024

› Cemetery of Heroes of Aquileia
 Basilica of Aquileia 
 via Sacra Aquileia
 tel. +39 0431 91067

› Charnel House of Oslavia
 Management of the Redipuglia 
 Military Memorial - tel. +39 0481 489024
 Charnel House of Oslavia
 tel. +39 0481 5317
 Hamlet of Oslavia - 34170 Gorizia

› Ara Pacis of Medea
 Municipality of Medea - via Torriani, 5
 Medea - tel. +39 0481 67012
 via Ara Pacis - 34076 Medea

› Udine’s Tempio Ossario 
 Management of St. Nicholas’ Parish 
 Tempio Ossario – tel. +39 0432 236081
 Piazzale XXVI Luglio - 33100 Udine

› Charnel House of Timau
 First World War Museum of Timau
 tel. +39 0433 779168 - 779292
 via Don Titta Bulfon
   33026 Timau - Paluzza (UD)

Since ancient times valleys have always 

represented the largest risk of invasion by 

a hostile population. For this reason, on 

the rises that dominate rivers and valleys 

fortifications have always been built, dur-

ing the First World War as well.

Following the course of the Tagliamento 

we can divide the defence system into 3 

areas: 

1 - The Upper Tagliamento-Fella Fortress

It comprised the works of Chiusaforte, M. 

Festa, M. Ercole and Osoppo, as well as 

the battery emplacements of Col Curnic, 

M. Sflincis, M. San Simeone, Sant’Agnese 

and M. Cumieli.

2 - The Middle Tagliamento Fortress

It comprised the forts of Col Roncone, 

Fagagna, Santa Margherita, Tricesimo, 

and M. Lonza (Bernadia), with the battery 

emplacements of Pinzano, Ragogna Alta, 

Ragogna Bassa, Buia, M. Faeit, M. Campe-

on, Flaipano, M. Pocivalo, Modoletto and 

Ciuc dal Ronco.

3 - The Lower Tagliamento Fortress

It was organized on the bridgeheads of 

Codroipo and of Latisana. The bridgehead 

of Codroipo comprised the work of Beano 

(to protect the railway and the road from 

Udine), Rivolto (to protect the road from 

Palmanova) and was completed by the 

batteries of Sedegliano, S. Martino and 

Varmo. The bridgehead of Latisana com-

prised the works of Rivarotta and Prece-

nicco (to protect the railway and road to 

Venice) and was completed by the batter-

ies of Modeano, Titiano and Pertegada. 

Today, thanks to the projects of historical 

restoration and of tourist enhancement, 

some of these fortifications and batteries 

have been restored and made visitable and 

easily reachable.

The Fort of S. Margherita: it is in the town 

of S. Margherita del Gruagno (Moruzzo). 

Built between 1909 and 1910, like almost 

all the works of the Middle Tagliamento 

Fortress, it was disarmed in 1915 and 

transformed into a storehouse. Recently 

acquired by the Municipality, it has been 

subjected to restoration works that today 

make it visitable. Surrounded by a moat, it 

had been armed with 4 guns (cal.149 mm 

A) in 360° revolving armoured towers and 6 

guns (cal.75 mm A) in outdoor battery.

Fort of Col Roncone - Rive d’Arcano: 

It stands at the end of a dirt road shortly 

before the fork to Arcano Superiore. Today 

the military area where the fort stands is 

abandoned and the structure is in excel-

lent conditions. It was built between 1909 

and 1911 and armed with 4 guns (cal.149 

mm A) in 360° revolving armoured towers 

and 6 guns (cal.75 mm A) in outdoor bat-

tery and various machine guns for close-

range defence. For information: Associazi-

one MHC at IAT San Daniele del Friuli

tel. +39 0432 940765

The Fort of Bernadia: it stands along the 

road between Sedilis and Villanova in the 

municipality of Tarcento. Built between 

1908 and 1913, due to the changed opera-

tional conditions and to the distance from 

the front, it was disarmed after the first 

year of war and abandoned. Surrounded by 

two moats, the fort was armed with 4 guns 

(cal.149 mm A) in 360° revolving armoured 

towers and 4 guns (cal.75 mm) in battery.

Fort of Osoppo: recently renovated, the 

fort has been a site of military strategic 

importance in the various historical peri-

ods of Friuli Venezia Giulia since ancient 

times. During the First World War it was 

intended to accommodate 4 medium cali-

bre guns (149 mm A steel) in 360° revolving 

armoured towers, 4 guns (cal.75 mm A) in 

outdoor battery and 2 mortars (149 mm G 

- cast iron), while the underground part ac-

commodated the quarters, the bathrooms 

and the reserves for the artillery.

The Fortress of Chiusaforte: it stands to 

the west of Chiusaforte, it was built on 

the Col Badin hill and is an extraordinary 

example of military fortification in good 

conditions, recently restored. In the fort we 

find some structures to the service of the 

work, such as: casemates, kitchens, build-

ings, storehouses, and the underground 

depots for the artillery. Its armament in-

cluded 4 guns (cal.120 mm G cast iron) in 

360° revolving armoured towers.

AGENZIA TURISMOFVG
Villa Chiozza - Via Carso, 3
I - 33052 Cervignano del Friuli (UD)
tel +39 0431 387111 / fax +39 0431 387199
info@turismo.fvg.it

INFOPOINT TURISMOFVG di Trieste 
via dell’Orologio, 1
angolo Piazza Unità d’Italia - 34121 Trieste
tel +39 040 3478312 / fax +39 040 3478320
info.trieste@turismo.fvg.it

INFOPOINT TURISMOFVG di Gorizia 
corso Italia, 9 - 34170 Gorizia 
tel +39 0481 535764 / fax +39 0481 539294
info.gorizia@turismo.fvg.it

INFOPOINT TURISMOFVG di Udine 
piazza I° Maggio, 7 - 33100 Udine
tel +39 0432 295972 / fax +39 0432 504743
info.udine@turismo.fvg.it

INFOPOINT TURISMOFVG di Pordenone
piazza XX Settembre, 11/B
33170 Pordenone 
tel +39 0434 520381 / fax +39 0434 241608 
info.pordenone@turismo.fvg.it
 

INFOPOINT TURISMOFVG di Tolmezzo 
via della Vittoria, 4 - 33028 Tolmezzo (UD) 
tel +39 0433 44898 / fax +39 0433 467873 
info.tolmezzo@turismo.fvg.it 

INFOPOINT TURISMOFVG di Tarvisio 
via Roma, 14 - 33018 Tarvisio (UD) 
tel +39 0428 2135 / fax +39 0428 2972 
info.tarvisio@turismo.fvg.it 
 

TOURIST INFORMATION

› Austro-Hungarian Cemetery

 of Prosecco

Along the provincial road n. 1, which 

from Prosecco leads to Santa Croce, 

shortly after crossing the town centre of 

Prosecco, on the left you will find a nar-

row marked path that leads to the do-

lina where the town’s Austro-Hungarian 

cemetery is.

› Austro-Hungarian Cemetery

 of Aurisina

The Austro-Hungarian military cemetery 

of Aurisina is situated on the bottom of a 

dolina not far from the A4 motorway. Exit 

the town following the CAI path n. 47 and, 

immediately after crossing the motorway 

subway, cross the field in front of you, go-

ing slightly left.

› Austro-Hungarian Cemetery

 of Fogliano Redipuglia

Coming from Trieste on the State Road 

n. 4, some hundreds of metres from the 

Redipuglia Memorial in the direction 

of Fogliano, on the left you will find the 

Austro-Hungarian cemetery of Fogliano 

Redipuglia.

› Austro-Hungarian Cemetery

 of Brazzano

Inside the civil cemetery of the hamlet of 

Brazzano (Cormons), in via Pittoni, there 

is an area reserved to the Austro-Hungar-

ian fallen of the First World War.

› Austro-Hungarian Cemetery

 of Palmanova

Getting out of the motorway tollgate of Pal-

manova and following the road signs that 

lead to the star-shaped town, near Porta 

Aquileia (a gate in the walls for accessing 

the town), follow the road signs to Codroipo. 

Shortly afterwards to the left of a wide bend 

on the right, you will see the Austro-Hun-

garian cemetery of Palmanova, the main 

entrance of which opens onto the road.

› Austro-Hungarian Cemetery

 of Valbruna

From Valbruna going towards the Valsai-

sera you will find the Austro-Hungarian 

cemetery, which still has its original name 

“Heldenfriedof” (Cemetery of Heroes).

› German Charnel House

The charnel house of Col Pion, never 

completed, is on the top of the Pion Hill, 

which dominates the Bridge of Pinzano, 

near Ragogna.

ITALIAN MEMORIALS, CHARNEL HOUSES AND CEMETERIES

FOREIGN MEMORIALS AND CEMETERIES

Fortified line of Plans – Dogna Valley Tagliamento Plain - Ragogna War find - Museum of Redipuglia
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Dolomiti Friulane

Palù di Livenza

BY CAR
Motorways
A4 Torino - Trieste
A23 Palmanova - Udine - Tarvisio
A28 Portogruaro - Conegliano

BY PLANE
Regional Airport of Trieste
40 km from Trieste and Udine
15 km from Gorizia
80 km from Pordenone
www.aeroporto.fvg.it

BY TRAIN
www.trenitalia.it 
Call Centre 89.20.21
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In the first year of war Mount Calvario, also known as Mount 
Podgora, staged fierce battles. The mount, situated to the 
north-west of the city of Gorizia, became both the symbol of 
the war efforts of the Italian troops for the conquest of the city 
and the symbol of the Austrian troops to defend it. The battle 
began on 17th July 1915 when, at first, the Italians conquered 
the Naso di Lucinico; between 15th and 17th November 1915 
the Italians occupied the Austrian defence line along the Val-
lone delle Acque; on 20th November 1915 the Quota 240 height 
was occupied and on 7th August 1916 the Cuneo, Casale and 
Pavia Brigades broke through the Austrian defence lines of 
Mount Calvario, getting to the right bank of the Isonzo.

The visit starts from the city centre where, near the Park, 
you will have the chance to admire the Statue of the Infantry-
man and the statue dedicated to Enrico Toti, one of the sym-
bols of the First World War, fallen on the Quota 85 height of 
Monfalcone. From here after about 4 kilometres you will get 
to Oslavia, the location of the homonymous Charnel House 
that collects over 57 thousand bodies of soldiers fallen in 
the various battles fought in this area. By car it is possible 
to head towards Mount Calvario following the road “Località 
Vallone dell’Acqua”. After about two kilometres of ascent you 
will find, surrounded by cypresses, the grave of writer Scipio 
Slataper from Trieste, while on the top of this symbolic rise 
there are various monuments, such as the Obelisk dedicated 
to the various units that fought here, the clearing with Three 
Crosses and the Memorial Stone dedicated to the Julian Vol-
unteers.
You will descend again towards the chief town of the Isonzo 
arriving at the railway underpass dedicated to Aurelio Ba-
ruzzi. The route continues on the main road that leads back 
to Gorizia, that is to say, the Viadotto Ragazzi del ‘ 99, and 
crossing the Ponte 8 Agosto bridge. Back in the city, it is 
possible to follow the road signs that lead to the Castle of 
Gorizia where the Museum is located.

INFORMATION ON THE ROUTE OF JÔF DI MIEZEGNOT

From Dogna go towards the Dogna Valley as far as the Sella Som-
dogna saddle (about 18 km) where you will park your car and turn 
into the path CAI 609
Difficulty: hiking route. Duration of the route: 2 hours
Equipment: robust shoes, long trousers, a good water supply and a 
torch for those who wish to enter the caves
Suggested period: summer, first autumn months
For information: 
TurismoFVG Tarvisio tel +39 0428 2135
Municipality of Dogna tel +39 0428 93000 

INFORMATION ON THE ROUTE OF PICCOLO MIEZEGNOT

After reaching Valbruna, proceed on foot along the dirt road of the Saisera 
Valley and turn into the path CAI 607 before the Austro-Hungarian cemetery.
Difficulty: hiking route
Duration of the route: 4 hours (6 proceeding on the Jôf)
Equipment: robust shoes (dirt road surface), long trousers, a good 
water supply and a torch for those who wish to enter the caves
Suggested period: first summer months, autumn
For information: 
TurismoFVG Tarvisio tel +39 0428 2135
Municipality of Malborghetto-Valbruna tel +39 0428 60023

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
› TurismoFVG Gorizia
 tel +39 0481 535764

› Associazione Culturale Isonzo
 info@isonzo-gruppodiricercastorica.it

HOW TO GET THERE
Car route in the city and in the 
surroundings of Gorizia.

USEFUL INFORMATION
› Paths: road and some cartways.
› Logistics: road easily practicable by coach,  
 coach parking areas in the city or at the
 foot of the Charnel House of Oslavia.

› Difficulty: car route
› Duration of the route: from 1 to 3 hours
  (variable according to the areas chosen
 for the visit).
› Equipment: comfortable shoes,
 long trousers and a good water supply. 
› Suggested period: practicable
 all year round.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
› TurismoFVG Trieste
 tel +39 040 4378312
› Sentieri di Pace - tel + 39 0481 489139

HOW TO GET THERE
Departure from the village of Ceroglie, 
which can be reached from Sistiana (State 
Road S.S. 14) following the road signs to Vi-
sogliano and turning left immediately after 
the motorway fly-over bridge.

USEFUL INFORMATION
› Logistics: car park close to the small
 Church (limited parking places)
› Paths: C.A.I. n. 3 and n. 8
› Difficulty: hiking route
› Duration of the route: from 3 to 6 hours
 (variable according to the areas chosen)
› Equipment: robust shoes
 (dirt road surface), long trousers,
 a good water supply and a torch
 for those who wish to enter the caves.

› Suggested period: spring, autumn
 and first winter months. 
 During the summer period it is necessary
 to make sure that the paths are clean.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
› TurismoFVG Gorizia 
 tel +39 0481 535764
› Sentieri di Pace
 tel +39 0481 489139

HOW TO GET THERE
From the foot of the Redipuglia Memorial 
turn into the road that leads to its top. Short-
ly after midway up the climb you will get to 
a fork marked by a stone capital. Going right 

you will reach a gravelly parking area from 
which the path for visiting the Dolina dei 
Bersaglieri and the two dolinas linked to it 
starts. From the parking area, walking in the 
direction of Doberdò del Lago, after some 
hundreds of metres you will find the rein-
forced-concrete entrenched line of Mount 
Sei Busi. Following the paths that skirt it you 
will reach the top of Mount Sei Busi and the 
other recently restored sites.

USEFUL INFORMATION
› Paths: well-marked cartways
 and short stretches of well-marked paths.
› Difficulty: car-tourist route
› Duration of the route: from 1 to 3 hours
 (variable according to the areas chosen)
› Equipment: robust shoes
 (dirt road surface), long trousers,
 a good water supply and a torch
 for those who wish to enter the caves.
› Suggested period: all year round.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
› TurismoFVG Gorizia +39 0481 535764
› Museum of Mount San Michele
 tel +39 0481 92002
› Gruppo Speleologico Carso
 tel +39 340 5581378
› Sentieri di Pace tel +39 0481 489139

HOW TO GET THERE
From Sagrado follow the road signs to San 
Martino and San Michele and stop in the 
large square of the museum. From the large 
square the path for visiting the four tops and 
the Italian line on which gas was used starts. 
To reach San Martino go back on the same 
road and you will reach the town centre to 

visit the museum, the Honved stone and the 
plaque with the poem by Giuseppe Ungaretti. 
On the same road after about one kilometre 
you will get to a fork with the road sign to 
Doberdò del Lago. After a couple of km on 
the left you will find a gravelly parking area 
from which the C.A.I. 77 path, which crosses 
the battle area, starts. Along the Sagrado - 
San Martino del Carso road, after about 4 
kilometres, you will find the Castel Vecchio 
Wine Farm, which comprises the Ungaretti 
Literary Park.

USEFUL INFORMATION
ROUTE of Mount San Michele:
› Logistics: parking area for cars 

 and coaches in front of the museum.
› Paths: cartways, C.A.I. N. 76
› Difficulty: car-tourist route
› Duration of the route: from 1 to 3 hours
 (variable according to the areas chosen) 
› Equipment: robust shoes
 (dirt road surface), long trousers,
 a good water supply and a torch
 for those who wish to enter the caves
› Suggested period: all year round

ROUTE of San Martino del Carso:
› Logistics: available parking area
 for cars and coaches at the Crosere 
 (about 10 min. on foot)

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
› TurismoFVG Udine
 tel +39 0432 295972

› IAT Valli del Natisone
 tel +39 0432 1714559 

HOW TO GET THERE
From Cividale follow the State Road S.S. 54 
as far as the crossroads of Ponte San Quiri-

no (about 5 km) and then cross Azzida in the 
direction of Drenchia. After about 12km, in 
Clodig, keep travelling towards Clabuzzaro, 
cross the towns of Obranche and Lombai in 
the direction of Crai. Shortly before the lat-
ter, on the right, you will find the fork to the 
Solarie Pass (about 2 Km).

USEFUL INFORMATION
› Logistics: presence of parking areas 

 on the Pass.
› Paths: C.A.I. 746
› Difficulty: car-tourist route
› Duration of the route: 3 hours
› Equipment: robust shoes
 (dirt road surface), long trousers, 
 a good water supply and a torch 
 for those who wish to enter the caves
› Suggested period: spring and autumn.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
› TurismoFVG Udine
 tel +39 0432 295972

› Gruppo Storico Friuli Collinare 
 tel +39 0432 95407
› First World War Museum of Ragogna
 www.grandeguerra-ragogna.com

HOW TO GET THERE
From the First World War Museum of Ra-
gogna follow the road signs as far as the 
locality of Tabine and then the signs “1915-
1918 Luoghi della Grande Guerra / Sentieri”

USEFUL INFORMATION
› Logistics: Car park in the locality of Tabine, 
coach parking in the centre of Ragogna. Itin-
eraries: 1 and 3: use 2 cars to complete the 
loop; itinerary 4: use a means of transport.

› Paths: asphalt roads and marked paths
› Difficulty: itineraries 1-2-3: hiking routes;
 itinerary 4: car-hiking route
› Duration of the route: variable
 according to the route
› Equipment: robust shoes
 (dirt road surface), long trousers, 
 a good water supply and a torch 
 for those who wish to enter the caves
› Suggested period: autumn

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
› TurismoFVG Tarvisio tel +39 04282135
› Municipality of Dogna tel +39 0428 93000 

HOW TO GET THERE
“Tolmezzo-Carnia” exit, proceed on the State Road S.S. n. 13 Pontebbana 
as far as Dogna. In the town you will find the fork to the Val Dogna valley.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
› TurismoFVG Tolmezzo 
 tel +39 0433 44898
› Associazione Amici delle Alpi Carniche 
 tel +39 0433 779168

HOW TO GET THERE
“Carnia Tolmezzo” Exit, proceed in the direc-
tion of Tolmezzo. Proceed on the State Road 
S.S. 52 bis as far as Timau (about 23km) and 
then towards the border between Italy and 

Austria (Monte Croce Carnico Pass about 
11km). On the road to the pass park your 
car at the fourth hairpin bend near the road-
man’s house. On the opposite side of the 
road turn into the dirt road that, together 
with the CAI paths, leads to the top. 

USEFUL INFORMATION
› Paths: dirt road, paths C.A.I. 401 and 
 413 and muletrack.
› Difficulty: hiking route

› Duration of the route: 2 - 4 hours
 (variable according to the areas chosen).
› Equipment: robust shoes (dirt road 
 surface), long trousers, a good water 
 supply and a torch for those who wish to
  enter the caves
› Suggested period: 
 from late spring to autumn.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
› TurismoFVG Tolmezzo
 tel +39 043344898

› Associazione Amici delle Dolomiti
 tel +39 0481 44551  

HOW TO GET THERE
Carnia Tolmezzo Exit, proceed in the direc-
tion of Tolmezzo, then State Road S.S. 52 bis 
as far as Timau (about 23km) and proceed as 

far as the border between Italy and Austria 
(Pass of Monte Croce Carnico about 11km).

USEFUL INFORMATION
› Logistics: large car park on the pass
› Paths: from the Pass, path C.A.I. 401 
› Difficulty: hiking route
› Duration of the route: from 2 to 4 hours
 (variable according to the areas chosen).
› Equipment: robust shoes (dirt road 
 surface), long trousers, a good water 

 supply and a torch for those who wish 
 to enter the caves
› Suggested period:
 from late spring to autumn.

The Freikofel, lost and re-conquered several times like the 
Pal Piccolo and Pal Grande, today shows an important cross-
section of history of the Carnic Alps and, in particular, of the 
territory that was defined “Carnia area”. Turning into the 
dirt road that leads to the top of the mount you will cross an 
abandoned quarry. The road, that becomes first the path CAI 
401 and then a muletrack, leads to the Chapel built in 1915 
by the Alpine soldiers of the Val Tagliamento battalion, at the 
Pal Piccolo di Sotto. Going on you will first reach the remains 
of some military constructions near the present Casera Pal 

Piccolo hut (as a whole, the constructions were 37 structures) 
and then the small saddle (1545 m) where there is a stone 
with an iron cross in memory of the dead soldiers. Climbing 
the grassy ridge you will arrive at the base of the Cuelat.
There are two ways for reaching the top: walking along the 
path CAI 401 and then 413 from west or following the pre-
carious south-west trail on the remains of the war muletrack. 
This second track is recommended to experts only because it 
is very exposed.
Using the first route you will get near the top where you will 
reach the remains of an imposing line of recently restored 
trenches, from which the top can be reached easily. From 
here you can visit the remains of armoured trenches, com-
munication trenches, surface and underground shelters and 
the Monumento di Vetta (monument on the top).
Going back, after following the same western or eastern (CAI 
413) route that leads to the Pal Grande, in the village of Timau 
you can visit the Charnel House of the dead soldiers, the mon-
ument to Heroine Maria Polzner Mantil and the First World 
War Museum, which has dedicated a section to the Portatrici 
Carniche (Carnic Bearers, volunteer women who during WWI 
along the front of Carnia carried the ammunition in their pan-
niers to the first Italian lines).

The whole fortified complex, risen on the eastern side of the 
pass, was part of the military barrage of the period, built to 
prevent a penetration across the pass by the enemy. At the 
Open-air Museum of Pal Piccolo so far about 50 historical 
sites have been restored, which allow to gain an insight into 
how the area looked at that time.
The Naso delle Migliatrici is the sector of the Open-air Mu-
seum that is easier to be reached. The starting point is the 
car park on the Austrian side of the State border, close to the 
propeller of the wind power station. Arrived at the entrance 
of the path follow the “Kleiner PAL-MG Nase signs”.
Along the route you will find a series of tunnel emplace-
ments with the remains of a power line, the complex of the 
Austro-Hungarian military works of the western side of the 
Pal Piccolo and the large trench situated on top of the Naso 
delle Mitragliatrici. From here you can descend to the car 
park or proceed towards the top. In this case it is necessary 
to pay some attention, because in several points the path 
features a sharp slope with some slippery stretches that, 
however, have been equipped.

Up the climb again, stopping to visit the various tunnels 
that you will find, you will get to the plain underlying the top 
where it is possible to climb on the right along a small chim-
ney equipped with brackets and rope or to proceed on the 
left passing by other reconstructed emplacements, acces-
sible through wooden stairs.
On the top you will find a complex system of Austrian fortifi-
cations and the close Trincerone Italiano.
To return to the car park keep following the path CAI 401 fol-
lowing the signs to the Pass of Monte Croce Carnico.

Mount Sabotino, with its 609 metres, controls the access to 
the city of Gorizia, in a part of the Isonzo valley of the Ison-
zo plain. During the First World War it became one of the 
most longed-for and hardest to conquer peaks for the Italian 
army. Its position allowed the Austro-Hungarian observers 
to control the movements of the troops of the Kingdom of 
Italy as far as Gradisca and to efficiently direct the shot of 
its artillery. The Mount passed to Italy on 6th August 1916; 
almost at the same time (7th August) the Calvario Hill fell 
and on 8th August of the same year the Italian units entered 
Gorizia.

The museum displays many Italian and Austro-Hungarian 
remains of trenches, communication trenches, emplace-
ments, tunnels, shelters and headquarters. After the end of 
the war the Mount was declared a Monumental Area (1922) 
and set up as a memorial park, with memorial stones and 
epigraphs. The three pyramids that you will find on the route 
mark the departure line of the Italian columns during the 
sixth battle on the Isonzo, memorial symbols that today are 
still well identifiable.
After reaching the shelter/museum at the foot of the mount, 
it will be easy to reach and visit the Caverna del 3° Genio 
310° Compagnia and the Caverna Armata caves.
Following the ridge that leads to the top you will enjoy the 
view and understand the strategic importance of this height.
From it, walking along the path, you will reach the Quota di 
San Valentino height.

Along the Natisone Valleys, during the First World War the 
Italian Supreme Command ordered the building of a large 
and well-constructed defence system for protecting the 
units stationed on the Karst and on the Isonzo. This great 
historical heritage concerning the 2nd and 3rd Italian de-
fence lines has been recently restored and enhanced. The 
muletracks and the communication trenches opened by the 
military engineers, the trenches, the traces left by the sol-
diers today are within easy reach thanks to the various CAI 
paths. On the road that leads to the Solarie Pass, the start-

ing point of the route, with a short detour towards the cem-
etery of Volfango, you can visit the monument to the fallen of 
the abandoned military cemetery. From the Pass, past the 
monument in memory of Riccardo di Giusto, the first Italian 
fallen at war, go left along the road that leads to the range of 
Mount Kolovrat where, after reaching the Zagradan Pass (an 
inlet between Mount Piatto/Trinski Vrh and the Na Gradu) 
you can admire and walk along trenches, tunnels hollowed 
out in the rock, remains of fortifications and military ruins. 
From here, going towards the Zanuso bivouac, along a path 
midway up the mount you will reach the highest peak of the 
range, Mount Nagnoj (1192m), from which you will enjoy an 
amazing view. To get back to the shelter, follow the path that 
winds in the gorge below the bivouac that descends towards 
Kras. At the first fork after 300 metres turn left and keep 
walking for two more kilometres through fields and scrub 
finally reaching the shelter.

In the past the Dogna Valley represented an important trade 
route towards the Noricum. At the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury, before the First World War broke out, travellers coming 
from the Austro-Hungarian Empire who entered the Kingdom of 
Italy across the border of Pontebba - Pontafel found as the first 
town of the kingdom the Municipality of Dogna. As the outbreak 
of war approached, the mountains of the Valley were consid-
ered strategic and the Italian military commands ordered the 
construction, in place of the valley-floor muletracks, of a road 
(August 1914 - spring 1915) that comprised tunnels, shelters 
for troops, emplacements and a cableway to support the supply. 
The defence structures descended from the present road as far 
as the Dogna stream and then went up again on the opposite 
side where today it is still possible to see the remains of the ar-
moured trenches. The fortified line of Plans, due to its particular 
position and to the amount of the works carried out, was visited 
several times by the King of Italy Vittorio Emanuele III. Nearby 
(about 2 kilometres), proceeding on the path, you will find the 

Plan del Spadovai with the Chapel to the fallen of the Battag-
lione Gemona and valuable remains of shelters, headquarters 
and other military structures. If, on the other hand, one wishes 
to climb the Jôf di Somdogna, the route is not particularly diffi-
cult, even if a certain attention is required in the last stretch due 
to the friability of the soil. From the Sella di Somdogna saddle 
you will reach the upper small lake, then follow the path CAI 
651 until turning left into the path CAI 610. At 1600 metres of 
height, when the panorama opens, it is already possible to ad-
mire the area that surrounds the Jôf di Somdogna. Continuing 
along the well-marked path, on the sides you will make out the 
masonry remains of various shelters. Paying attention to the 
last stretch of the route, as it is bumpy and subject to landslides, 
you will reach the cross on the mountain top, where you will en-
joy a wonderful view over the Dogna Valley and the magnificent 
north face of the Montasio. On the top, besides the large cross 
in memory of the fallen of the First World War, you will also find 
many tunnels, concrete trenches and remains of shelters.

On the Karst rises at the back of the town of Monfalcone you 
can visit the open-air museum of the First World War Theme 
Park. The park, opened in 2005 and extending over about 4 
square km, is one of the most recent sites opened in the re-
gion and provides visitors with the possibility to observe this 
war zone, conquered, lost and re-conquered several times 
by the Italian army between the summer of 1916 and May 
1917. Unlike the other open-air museums that are usually 
structured on a single path featuring several stages, Monfal-
cone’s First World War Theme Park provides three sections 
that, according to available time, can be visited all together 
or individually, depending on the their division that is:
› 1 redoubt of the Quota 121 height;
› 2 trench and Dolina della Selletta
 Quota 85 “Enrico Toti” height;
› 3 Joffre trench and Grotta Vergine (Virgin Cave);

The park is then completed by the site of the Cuzzi trench, 
comprised between the Quota 98 and Quota 104 heights, 
shortly after the Grotta Vergine cave and by the Quota 77 
height, in the locality of Sablici above the Lake of Pietra-
rossa. Every section is signalled by clear explication and ori-
entation indications, while movements are made easier by 
many paths and a good forest trail network. Therefore, the 
First World War Theme Park allows even less expert hikers 
to carry out a visit in complete safety (CAI trail marks 83, 84).
Particularly important are the Quote 121, 85 and 77 heights, 
which represented the bulwarks of the Austro-Hungarian 
defence on the low Karst.

A short way from the Redipuglia Memorial is Mount Sei 
Busi with its large open-air museum called “Defence area 
of the Dolina del XV Bersaglieri”. The museum is linked to 
Monfalcone’s First World War Theme Park and to Mount 
San Michele and extends in the municipalities of Fogliano 
Redipuglia and Ronchi dei Legionari. In the Dolina del XV 
Bersaglieri there are still the remains of a military hospital 
and a common grave, marked by a precious inscription of 
the period.

From the Dolina, through the communication trenches, you 
will reach the reinforced-concrete fortified line of Mount Sei 
Busi that, with its battlefield, shows how anomalous the war 
on the Karst was, where the distance between the opposite 
trenches was very reduced. Along this line one can still see 
the many plates and epigraphs created by the soldiers dur-
ing this period.

Mount San Michele (actually only 275 m a.s.l.) was the 
main Austro-Hungarian bulwark on the Isonzo Karst. It was 
harshly contended until its Italian conquest in August 1916. 
Declared a Monumental Area in 1922, today it preserves 
many interesting traces. Partially visitable are the Cave of 
General Lukachich, the Schönburgtunnel and the Gun Tun-
nel of the 3rd Army. Of considerable visual impact is the 
so-called “Percorso dei Cippi” (Route of Stones) that winds 
along the ridge of the Mount until almost joining the Italian 
line, which on 29th June 1916 staged the first gas attack by 
the Austro-Hungarian army. From the wide balcony of the 
large square in front of the museum today one can enjoy a 
wonderful view over Gorizia’s plain, understanding the cru-
cial strategic role of Mounts San Michele, Sabotino and Cal-
vario in the defence of the city of Gorizia.

A little below is the town of San Martino del Carso. The 
Valloncello dell’Albero Isolato (Gorge of the Isolated Tree), 
the Cippo del 4° Honved (Stone of the 4th Honved), near the 
civil cemetery, the so-called “Area delle Battaglie” (Battle 
Area) with the Trincea delle Frasche (Trench of Branches), 
the Filippo Corridoni Stone and the Brigata Sassari Stone, 
together with the G. Ungaretti Literary Park at the Castel 
Vecchio Wine farm are the main points of this second part 
of the route. All these places immersed in the quiet of the 
Karst still provide evidence of a past in which various nations 
fought one another. In memory thereof at the centre of San 
Martino you will find a plaque featuring the lines of the poem 
“San Martino del Carso” by Giuseppe Ungaretti and a private 
First World War Museum.

One of the characteristics of the First World War was surely the 

diversity of places and grounds on which the Italian and Austro-

Hungarian armies faced each other, from the rises of the Karst to 

the hills of Ragogna until reaching the mountains of the Julian and 

Carnic Alps. Among all these areas, the mountains were undoubt-

edly the most dangerous and hardest place considering the condi-

tions of the ground and the non-mild climate. In the area of the Ju-

lian Alps, for example, there were not large battles except for those 

in the summer of 1915 and in July 1916 on the Piccolo Miezegnot, 

however the number of deaths was high due to the hard living con-

ditions. For this reason many Alpine places accommodated small 

improvised cemeteries as it can be seen going up towards the peak 

of the Jôf di Miezegnot (2087 metres a.s.l.), reachable starting from 

the Sella di Somdogna saddle (see route 09). Like the route of the 

Jôf di Somdogna, this, too, is an Alpine hike, therefore good physi-

cal training is required. The first stretch of the path CAI 609 is in the 

wood but the muletrack is well marked and climbs regularly until 

reaching a grassy area where on the right you can see the grave-

stones of the small war cemetery. Proceeding, after a few dozens 

of metres you will reach the ruins of the war village risen in a hol-

low. Its extraordinariness is due to the accuracy of the buildings in 

such a harsh territory (it is at 1890 metres a.s.l.) and with a climate, 

excluding summer, that is certainly little hospitable. Some remains 

have recently been restored and transformed into a bivouac for hik-

ers with the name of Ricovero Battaglione Gemona. From here, a 

track along a gravelly side (pay attention) leads to the top on which 

an iron cross has been placed and from which you will enjoy a won-

derful view. From this point another valley can also be seen, which 

leads us to the discovery of a second itinerary, that of the Piccolo 

Miezegnot (1954 metres a.s.l.) along the Saisera Valley. Unlike the 

first route, carried out on what used to be a mountain of the King-

dom of Italy, the Saisera Valley and the Piccolo Miezegnot were part 

of Carinthia (until 1918). It is possible to get on this peak directly 

from the Jôf di Miezegnot, but it is a route suitable for expert hikers 

only. It is easier to leave from the town of Valbruna, along the Cana-

le Valley, and to start the climb through the Saisera Valley, where it 

is possible to proceed as far as the Austro-Hungarian cemetery or 

to turn right into the path CAI 607, which from 800 metres of height 

leads to the 1480 metres of the Malga Rauna hut. From this base 

in a short time you will reach the Zita Chapel, built in 1917 by the 

Austro-Hungarian soldiers and dedicated to the emperor’s wife. 

Proceeding along the path you can admire remains of shelters and 

caves that had been used for military purposes and on the horizon 

you will see some surrounding mountains and, further on, Mount 

Lussari with its Marian sanctuary destroyed by the Italians in 1915 

(and re-built 10 years later). Outside the wood you will soon reach 

the top, which features a stone in memory of the fights of July 1916.
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ROUTE OF JÔF DI SOMDOGNA
From Dogna proceed towards the Dogna Valley as far as the Sella 
Somdogna saddle (about 18 Km) where you will park your car and 
turn into the paths C.A.I. 651 and 610.
Difficulty: hiking route. Duration of the route: from 2 to 5 hours (vari-
able depending on whether one decides to carry out the loop route 
or not). Equipment: robust shoes (dirt road surface), long trousers, a 
good water supply, and a torch for those who wish to enter the caves. 
Suggested period: autumn and the first summer months. Please note: 
the visit can be completed stopping at the Museum of the Territory of 
Dogna, which in its section concerning the First World War also ana-
lyzes the vicissitudes of the inhabitants of these valleys during the war.

ROUTE OF PLANS
From Dogna proceed towards the Dogna Valley as far as the Stavoli 
dei Plans
(about 12Km) where you will park your car. The path starts shortly 
before a bend on the left that introduces to a road tunnel.
Difficulty: car-tourist route.
Duration of the route: from 1 to 2 hours 
(variable according to the areas chosen for the visit).
Equipment: robust shoes (dirt road surface), long trousers, a good 
water supply, and a torch for those who wish to enter the caves.
Suggested period: spring, summer, autumn and the first winter 
months. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
› TurismoFVG Gorizia tel +39 0481 535764
› Iat Monfalcone tel +39 0481 494229 
› Gruppo speleologico Amici del Fante
 tel +39 0481 40014
› Sentieri di Pace tel +39 0481 489139
› Website of the Theme Park
 www.comune.monfalcone.go.it

HOW TO GET THERE
A4 Motorway, “Monfalcone est” exit. For the 
first two sections turn into Via Colombo, fol-
low Via Romana until reaching Piazzale Tom-
maseo, from which you will continue on foot 

towards Via del Carso, following the road 
signs “parco tematico della Grande Guerra”. 
The third section is accessed from Viale San 
Marco reaching Salita Mocenigo, from which 
you will follow the road signs “parco tema-
tico della Grande Guerra”. The Theme Park 
can be reached (on foot) from the railway 
station as well, in about 15 minutes.

USEFUL INFORMATION
› Logistics: available parking area for
cars in Piazzale Tommaseo and
for coaches in Piazzale Salvo D’Acquisto
(10 min. from the entrance of Via del Carso).

› Paths: CAI paths and well-marked
 forest cartways.
› Difficulty: tourist route
› Duration of the route: from 1 to 4 hours
 (variable according to the areas chosen)
› Equipment: robust shoes
 (dirt road surface), long trousers,
 a good water supply and a torch
 for those who wish to enter the caves.
› Suggested period: spring, autumn
 and first winter months. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
› TurismoFVG Gorizia
 tel +39 0481 535764

› Gruppo per le ricerche Archeologiche
 e Storiche nel Goriziano
 tel +39 347 4420060

HOW TO GET THERE
Casa Rossa Pass in Gorizia, Solkan, Hum, 
Gornjace, Vrhovlie and Plave.
After about 2 Km, turn right into a road fol-
lowing the “Pod Sabotin” signs, after about 
7 Km you will get to the shelter/museum.

USEFUL INFORMATION
› Logistics: the road can be travelled over by 
car, parking area at the foot of the museum. 

› Paths: cartways and CAI paths lead 
 to the top and to the artillery tunnels
› Difficulty: car-hiking route
› Duration of the route: 3 hours
› Equipment: robust shoes (dirt road 
 surface), long trousers, a good water 
 supply, a torch for entering the caves.
› Suggested period: spring, autumn 
 and first winter months.

ˇ

Redipuglia is Italy’s largest military memorial of the First 
World War. Walking along the imposing monument made of 
white Karst stone, by architect Giovanni Greppi and sculp-
tor Giannino Castiglioni, it is possible to start an itinerary 
among trenches and historical memories that is completed 
with the visit to the close Open-air Museum of the Defence 
area of the Dolina del XV Bersaglieri. (see route 03)

The present charnel house, opened on 18th September 
1938, two years after the beginning of the works, looks like 
a large staircase that reaches the top of the Quota 89 height.
After passing the bullets placed on the entrance towers, the 
anchor chain of the Grado Destroyer and the remains of the 
armoured trench (on the right), walk along the Via Eroica, 
bounded by 19 bronze stones on the right and left sides, and 
on foot you will reach the real charnel house, where an epi-
graph signed by Emmanuel Filiberto of Savoy indicates the 
entrance to the cemetery. To the fore there is the tomb of 
the Duke of Aosta (Commander of the Third Army) and at its 
back five blocks of stones with the bodies of five generals, 
some of whom were on the side of the Duke of Aosta in his 
war choices.
Behind the line of the generals there are twenty-two large 
steps with the word “presente” (present) repeatedly en-
graved on their top edge.

39,857 known soldiers are buried in the large steps, in al-
phabetical order from the letter “a” of the first large step to 
the letter “z” of the twenty-second step. Moreover, on the 
twenty-second step, two large common graves on the sides 
of the Chapel dedicated to the fallen collect the bodies of 
60,330 unknown soldiers. Moreover, at the centre of the first 
large step there is the body of Red Cross nurse Margherita 
Orlando, the only woman buried here. On the top, above the 
chapel, three bronze crosses, the symbol both of sacrifice 
for the country and of the soldiers’ will to rise to God, are 
clearly visible. Two concepts by which the architecture of the 
Memorial is inspired. On the opposite Sant’Elia Hill, stones 
and epigraphs recall the first war cemetery dedicated to 
the “Invitti della 3ª Armata” (Undefeated of the 3rd Army), 
opened on 24th May 1923 and later transformed into “Parco 
della Rimembranza” (Park of Remembrance). Nearby you 
will also find the “Casa 3ª Armata” First World War Museum 
and the Austro-Hungarian cemetery where 14,550 soldiers 
rest less than 1 km away in the direction of Sagrado. 

For information:
Management of Redipuglia Military Memorial
tel +39 0481 489024
Sentieri di Pace - I.A.T. Fogliano Redipuglia 
tel +39 0481 489139  

CEMETERY OF HEROES OF AQUILEIA
In 1915 the bodies of many fallen on the Karst began to be 
collected at the cemetery of Aquileia. When they began to 
transfer the bodies of the dead soldiers into the large Me-
morials and Charnel Houses, the bodies buried at the cem-
etery of Aquileia were not moved. This happened for a se-
ries of reasons among which, not least, the awareness that 
the body of the Unknown Soldier had left from Aquileia. On 
26th October 1921, in the Basilica of Aquileia, the mother of 
a missing fallen irredentist soldier, Maria Bergamas, chose 
one of the eleven coffins of nameless soldiers collected in 
various places of the front. The coffin received military hon-
ours and was transported to the Altar of the Fatherland 
in Rome. The other ten bodies remained in Aquileia were 
buried in the war cemetery at the back of the basilica. Af-
terwards, the same cemetery received the body of Maria 
Bergamas from Gradisca as well. Inside the cemetery you 
will find important marble groups such as the “Sacrificio” by 
Edmondo Furlan, “Pietà” by Ettore Ximenes and the stone 
arcosolium, designed by architect Cirilli, made in axis with 
the basilica that dominates the tomb of the 10 unknown 
soldiers. On 1st November of every year the Fiaccola Alpina 
della Fraternità (Alpine Torch of Brotherhood) coming from 
Timau pays homage to all the fallen.
For information: Basilica of Aquileia: tel. +39 0431 91067

CHARNEL HOUSE OF OSLAVIA
The imposing Charnel House, which stands on the Quota 153 
height, was built in 1938 according to the design by architect 
Ghino Venturi; it collects the mortal remains of 57,201 Ital-
ian soldiers (36,440 unknown), and of 539 Austrian soldiers 
(only 138 of whom identified); all these remains were ex-
humed from about 60 war cemeteries scattered in the area 
between Gorizia and Tolmino, in Slovenia.
The Charnel House is made up of a central tower and of 
three side towers, situated at the vertices of a triangle, with 
underlying crypts. The towers are connected to one another 
by underground tunnels.

From up above, in flight, it is possible to see that the 4 towers 
and the long access staircase are positioned with a very pre-
cise scheme: in fact, the structure seems to create a large 
cross lying on a hill, recalling the religious motifs of Gol-
gotha and of martyrdom. The burial niches of the identified 
dead soldiers are placed along the walls of the three tunnel 
orders of the central tower and of the side towers, whereas 
the unknown fallen are buried in three large charnel houses 
situated at the centre of the side towers. The main tower 
features a large dark marble cross, whereas thirteen fallen 
soldiers awarded with the Golden Medal for Military Valour 
are buried in the underlying crypt. Among them, General 
Papa, General Trombi and General Catalocchino.

Outside, close to the left tower, there is a bell called “Chi-
ara”, which rang every evening, whereas in the large square 
opposite the Memorial a stone has been erected in memory 
of the 55 Volunteers who lost their life on the battle fields of 
Middle and Upper Isonzo.

For information:
Management of Redipuglia Military Memorial
tel +39 0481 489024 / fax +39 0481 488120 
Charnel House of Oslavia: tel +39 0481 5317

The Cemetery of 
Heroes of Aquileia 
and the Charnel 
House of Oslavia

Redipuglia
Memorial

Mount Ermada was a strategic place for the control of the 
Brestovica Valley and of the sea routes towards Trieste. The 
Mount, never conquered by the Italian army, provides visitors 
with the possibility to admire the complex Austrian entrenched 
camp, consisting of several defence lines and various shel-
ters, dug in the ground or built using natural cavities. Leaving 
from the village of Ceroglie, along the loop route you will first 
reach the “Grotta del Motore” (Motor Cave - 3719 VG) and the 
“Grotta del Monte Ermada” (Cave of Mount Ermada - 4501 VG) 
and then you will find the entrances to the “Grofova Jama” or 
“Fire Cave” (at the time of the war known as “Salvator Hohle”).

From the close observation post you will enjoy a wonder-
ful view over Iamiano (Jamlje), Doberdò (Doberdob), the 
Brestovizza Valley (Brestovica Dol) and the Karst of Comeno 
(Komenski Kras). Proceeding towards Case Coisce - Kohišce 
you will follow long stretches of the second Austrian en-
trenched line, which winds on the ridge of the Quote 289, 
280 and 279 heights, with the possibility to observe the many 
reinforced-concrete structures and artificial tunnels built 
along its route. Before reaching the Quota 298 height and 
starting the descent towards Ceroglie - Cerovlje, it is also 
possible to visit the Karl and Zita caves.

ˇ

In principle the tours must not be carried out 
on one’s own; moreover, it is not advisable 
to venture into the frequent caves or into the 
natural cavities if one is not accompanied by 
speleologists or by people who know the places 
and, above all, without a suitable light source.

In summer or in hot periods try to avoid sunny 
or stony areas due to the possible presence of  

vipers, not infrequent in these places.
Moreover, in case of the chance finding of war 
devices, do not handle them and, should you find 
them in places of passage, please inform the 
Carabinieri.

For the mountain routes (09-10-11-12) good 
physical training is advisable.

WARNING FOR A CORRECT USE OF THE TOURIST MAP

Since 2007 the open-air First World War Museum, based in Ragogna 

(Udine), has been present in the Friuli Collinare area. There are four 

itineraries on the Battle that between 30th October and 4th November 

tried to stop the Austrian-German advance, integrated by the First 

World War Museum, at the Town Library in San Giacomo di Ragogna.

The first itinerary concerns the fortified complex of the Mount of Ra-

gogna. From the locality of Tabine walk towards the Castle of Reunia 

and the former war road, from which the visit to the real Mount begins 

with the “Ragogna Bassa” permanent battery equipped with reserves, 

casemates, an old waterworks and the emplacements on which the 

149mm artillery pieces were arranged. Afterwards, a path that crosses 

the ridge of the Mount leads to the “Ragogna Alta” permanent bat-

tery with armoured powder magazines, the Forte del Cavallino fort, the 

second-line trenches and the stronghold of Cret dal Louf and of Spice.

The second itinerary leads to the discovery of the Austro-Hungarian en-

trenched camp of Ragogna, built after having crossed the Tagliamento. 

A route that starts at the crossroads of Via San Remigio and Via del La-

voro, where you will see a nest of machineguns and, along a cartway 

that leads towards the Tagliamento, you will find the loopholes of an 

underground blockhouse, shelters and a tangle of trenches with two ep-

igraphs of the 4° Compagnia Corso Tecnico Imperial - Regio company.

The third itinerary goes from the Bridge of Pinzano to the permanent 

battery of the Col Colàt hill. On the bridge there is a memorial tablet 

dedicated to the last Italian soldiers who defended this area, while, 

going along the SP4 road towards Pinzano, a muletrack on the right 

climbs to the remains of the former German Memorial. Back on the 

main road, you will reach the town, keep going along the top of the 

Colàt Hill where there is the emplacement for the 149 mm barbette 

guns (that is to say, guns with a defence structure), an underground 

powder-magazine, the six-and-a-half-metre goods hoist, some case-

mates and the stone entrance.

The fourth itinerary involves several municipalities and it is absolutely 

necessary to have a means of transport at one’s disposal. The starting 

point is the bridge of Cornino and the Islet of Clapat where the Genova 

and Siracusa Brigades slowed the advance of the Bosnian troops. In the 

direction of Peonis it is still possible to see the Cornino-Trasaghis war 

road, while from Forgaria and San Rocco you will proceed on Mount Prat, 

to the Tochel Valley and, finally, to the Cuel di Forchia, where a path leads 

to the top of Mount Cuar, with the observation post and a muletrack ex-

isting before the First World War. Finally, in San Daniele del Friuli, a me-

morial tablet placed on the Castle Hill recalls the battle of 30th October 

1917 and it is possible to visit the war museum set up by the local section 

of the ANA (Italian National Association of the Alpine Troops).

KARST GORIZIA AND COLLIO


